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1953 a flight of L helicopters, being
eport, Connecticut, to Santa Ana, California, By Mar:.ne*-*"
pilots, departed the International ’drport at El Paso, Texasy on a VFR -
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cleaTdnce to Tucson Municipal Adrport via Green Alrway 5, The' weather - ':?‘-" ‘rfa-
was VFR with light easterly winds of 12 to 20 knots, thin scattorad clouds Gkt
~at 25 and 40 thousand feet and visibility of . 30 miles r.:rr better, RRERVLT
temperature 79°, dew point 35, . B f
The flight proceeded W thout incident until reaching the rangc o.f.‘ T -

mountains between Cochise Range and Rodco Radio where the entirc: fligh‘b

encomntered moderate twbulence and the custmary themals to be ex
over such terrain,

accted "
The helicopters were cruising sewwral hundred feet o lin

above the ground with HRS~3 Marine Buno 1302L8 piloted by LT COL R. R, !ﬁbra

lecading the flight.

At about 1720 MST HRS-3 Buno 1302L8 slowed to an

incident oir speed of about LO to LS knots in order to maintain altitude.
At this time the other helicopters in the flight passed #0248 in order to -
maintain a safc speed and altitude to combat the down draft condition =

" through which thecy

woero passing.

Shortly after thec other helicopters had

passed, #02L8 slowed to zero air specd and started sattling with a loss _.

" of rotor r

ﬁr?imn

after descending about 800 ft, HRS-3 Buno 02L8
180° to head into the wind in anticipation of. mal-::i.ng a forced”

The terrain at this point was very rough consisting of dcep narrmf

canyons, very rocky with same large timber grm-ring from. w ¢

thei- bottams and ncar bottoms of the canyons,

~settlc with about 20K indicated air specd and reduccd rotor repeme,
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HRS-3 #02L8 corntinued to

hcading directly toward a very large pine trec growing from the botton o.f
a "blind canyon" about 500 fcot dcep and approximately 500 yards wide . °

from rim

to rim,

placud the helicopter well below the rim of the canyon),

(This

Thc holicopter continucd to scttle and ongaged the pine
trce with the main rotor blades nbout 20 feet below the top.

The main rotor blades were torn: from the rotor head 2s thoy cut approxi-.
matcly 20 fcot fram the top of tho pine tree; the fusclage and tail
boom foll the rcmaining 100 feet to tho bnttc:m of the canyon about 35

fcet fram tho basc of the pinc trco whore it came to rost nosc low tilted

ent.iro holicoptor as shown in cnclosure (3).
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I}ama.gc to AMrcraft., The main rotor of tho helicopter engx
of thaMQ trce at a glide angle of about 10° and forward spee
kts. - Tho main rotor blades camec off with this impact,
tail boam fell about 100 foot to thc bottom of tho |
ground nosc down about 80° brgaking at the cenginc firc wall and rolling
sharply to tho right,

swnod tho ontiro fusclago and ‘tail boaom,

Firc broke out almost immcdintoly consuming tho

cd the top
about 10
Tho fusclage and
cnanyon striking the

Firc dovcloped with this impact and caompletcly con-
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